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JAMES PRICE POINT PROJECT — ABUSE OF ABORIGINAL SUPPORTERS 

603. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Premier: 

I refer to the front page of today’s The Australian newspaper, which reports that Aboriginal people in the 
Kimberley are being racially abused for supporting the James Price Point project. Can the Premier provide any 
further information on the nature of this abuse? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The development of a liquefied natural gas precinct at James Price Point is clearly a very controversial and very 
contentious project in every respect, and a complex project. Throughout my involvement in the project over the 
last three years, I have been at pains to say that I understand and I respect the differing opinions on this issue. I 
respect the sort of points of view that groups like the Wilderness Society, Environs Kimberley, Save the 
Kimberley and others have made. I respect the fact that they are against development in that area. I respect their 
position — 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: You haven’t apologised to the Wilderness Society yet, have you, Premier? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, there is always an opportunity to stand up in this place and ask a 
question. I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I believe that this site has been properly and carefully selected. However, I also 
acknowledge and understand that there are differing views within the Aboriginal community. When the vote was 
taken, the majority of people in the Aboriginal community voted in favour of the development, but a significant 
part of the Aboriginal community is against this project. But, I will not respect, and I condemn, some of the 
activities taking place in the Kimberley and in the Broome area referred to in The Australian newspaper today; 
there is material that has been widely distributed throughout the community. Some of it is fanciful and we can 
laugh at it. I will read one quote that was included in some of the material. The material refers to a chemical 
plant that will never be established in that precinct—it is forbidden by the agreement act—but the material draws 
a parallel with an ammonium nitrate plant in the Pilbara. The material states — 

The Ammonia Nitrate Plant at Karratha .If it were to explode, the power of the explosion would be 
53 times the Hiroshima Bomb. That explosion will suck all oxygen out of the atmosphere for 
180 kilometres. EVERY LIVING THING WILL DIE !!! 

That is the sort of nonsense that is being put out. We can laugh at that, and it is laughable. What I do not laugh at 
is this sort of material that states — 

WOODSIDE ,S COCONUTS 
HIGHLY CULTURED PEOPLE. 
THEIR CULTURE IS IN THE WALLET IN 
THEIR BACK POCKET. 

Nor do I support or condone in any way a flyer that states — 

CRIMINALS 

Okay, I am a politician; I will cop that — 

CRIMINALS 
BOURKE 
BERGMAN 
BARNETT 

I am not too offended by that—and it goes on and on. Another flyer reads — 

FAKE COCONUTS 
DESTROYING 
OUR 
COUNTRY 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I see that the member for Kimberley also has this material. This material is also worth 
having a look at. It reads — 

WOODSIDES 
MONEY HUNGRY 
COCONUTS 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 21 September 2011] 

 p7473b-7475a 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Colin Barnett 

 [2] 

INDIGENOUS GREED 

The men and women in this photo work for Woodside; they are Aboriginal people working for Woodside. They 
are now having their images sent around the Kimberley. Everyone in this chamber understands what “coconuts” 
means. “Coconut” is a racial slur referring to Aboriginal people who are black on the outside and white on the 
inside. This is despicable material; it is racial vilification of the worst kind — 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I admire and respect the member for Kimberley for speaking out on this issue and I am 
sure that every member in this house would be appalled by the vilification that is taking place. I began my 
remarks by saying that I have worked well with environmental groups, and I do not blame them; I do not think 
that they have anything to do with this material—not the mainstream ones. I would say to those groups to come 
out and immediately disassociate themselves from this material. I say to those people behind the material: be 
man or woman enough to at least stand and say who you are; and I say to those people who are funding this quite 
sophisticated campaign: be man or woman enough to stand up and say who you are. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: If you want to make it bipartisan, I’ll join you. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I want to make it very clear that the Attorney General is looking at this matter to see 
whether it fits within the category of racial vilification under the racial discrimination legislation. I am not a 
lawyer, but the Attorney is looking at that. I assure members that if that is the case, this government and the 
proper authorities will pursue this extreme, disgraceful vilification of Aboriginal people—decent people, who are 
working and making decisions for their future—and I am absolutely ashamed of and disgusted by whoever is 
behind this.  
 


